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There is a constant question throughout history: Is harmonious coexistence between 
human beings possible? In a situation, characterized by division and conflict, the 
negative answer would seem to be the only possible one. However, at a time when 
despairing postures abound, a proposal in the opposite direction appears, like a refreshing 
balm: it is possible to identify and systematize positive trends in a human community. 

With the edition of Nebel, Garza-Vázquez and Sedmak, a work is presented around a 
simple question: "How can we evaluate and measure the dynamics of the common 
good?" (p. 2). His response includes -in addition to a complete report on research 
progress- the narration of a trajectory initiated by Nebel's concern and continued under 
his direction. The results of the search for alternatives for the contents of concepts such 
as the common good and its practical application for the benefit of human communities 
are shown. 

But is it worth the effort to find positive dynamics in a world where everything points in 
the opposite direction? During the earthquake in Mexico on September 19, 1985, a 
significant situation arose. In an 11-story building with public trust offices, staff ran to 
the stairs and tried to reach the exit. Two young people from FONATUR located on the 
seventh floor decided to run in the opposite direction: towards the roof qf the building. 
They ran their way against the majority who were desperately trying to get out. Along the 
way, sorne joined them. In the end, half of the building collapsed and only a few people 
on the first floors managed to get out. The others lost their lives except for those at the 
top. When the majority goes in the wrong direction, it would seem evident that those who 
go against the current do so in the wrong way. The direction set by Nebel, Garza and 
Sedmak seems to us, at this moment, the most appropriate. 
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